
 

Meeting Minutes 

Meeting date: Wednesday, April 29
th

, 2015  

The first 2015 meeting of the Polk County Association of Lakes and Rivers (PCALR) was held 

Wednesday, April 29
th

, 2015 at 7pm at the Polk County Justice Center in Balsam Lake.   

Attending 

Jim Maxwell, Big Blake Lake; Jeremy Williamson, Polk County LWRD; Katelin Holm, Polk 

County LWRD; Karen Engelbretson, Bone Lake; Peggy Lauritsen, Big Blake Lake; Larry 

Bresina, Pipe Lakes; Carl Holmgren, Balsam Lake; Erik Henningsgard, King Lake; Sam Rivers 

Weber, Big Blake Lake; Jim Peterson, Loveless Lake; Gordon Kill, Big Round Lake 

Welcome and Introductions  

Reading and Approval of October Minutes 

Treasurer’s Report  

Current balance is $5.00 in savings and $1,620.19 in checking.  There have been no expenses in 

2015.   

Membership 

The 2015 membership year begins on May 1
st
. Annual dues are $25 for organizations and 

businesses and $10 for individuals.  Twenty-five members are needed to earn the status of a 

qualified lake association and the ability to apply for Wisconsin DNR grants. 

 

Renew online at: http://pcalr.org/join-pcalr/ or download a membership form at: 

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/3f5302496138f82f3ffe31976/files/PCALRBrochure.pdf   

Karen will email renewal notices to past members and Polk County Districts and Associations.  

Wisconsin Lakes Convention  

http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr-ap/UWEXLakes/Pages/programs/convention/default.aspx  

Peggy received a PCALR scholarship to attend the Wisconsin Lakes Partnership Convention in 

Stevens Point from April 23-25
th

.  On Thursday she attended the Beginner Lake District 

http://pcalr.org/join-pcalr/
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/3f5302496138f82f3ffe31976/files/PCALRBrochure.pdf
http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr-ap/UWEXLakes/Pages/programs/convention/default.aspx


Commissioner Training and received a copy of People of the Lakes: A Guide for Wisconsin 

Lake Organizations (http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr-ap/UWEXLakes/Pages/organizations/guide.aspx).   

Carl, Karen, Larry, Katelin, and Jeremy also attended the Convention.  Everyone highly 

recommended the convention which has a variety of tracts to choose from and provides many 

opportunities for networking with statewide lake groups, WDNR staff, and UWEX staff. 

Carl attended the Lake District Treasurer Training and the SWIMS and Lake and AIS Map 

Viewer training both of which were very interesting.  Carl shared Balsam’s bookkeeping 

methods at the training.  For specific lake mapping needs, Carl recommends contacting Brad 

Runeberg in the Polk County Zoning Department.  He is able to provide maps for the cost of 

printing. 

Karen and Peggy attended a County Lakes and Rivers Association Roundtable which included 

groups from across the state which are similar to PCALR.  Each group shared their issues and 

upcoming projects.  Next year the session will be longer and allow space for organizations to 

share hands on materials and displays.   

Karen was awarded the 2015 Lakes Stewardship Award in the Business Category.  

Congratulations to Karen! 

Marion Stoddart was the keynote speaker on Saturday.  In the 1960’s her family lived near the 

Nashua River, one of the most polluted waters in the nation at the time.  The river ran a different 

color every day depending on what color paper was being made by paper mills along the river.  

Her grassroots work was integral to forming the foundation for the Clean Waters Act and the 

eventual cleanup of the Nashua River, which is now a candidate for federal Scenic and Wild 

River designation.  Today the river is an asset to the community, drawing developers and 

tourism. 

Larry presented a day long workshop on Thursday entitled Using WordPress to Build Your 

Organization’s Website.  The workshop was full, with 12 participants.   

Larry, Karen, and Jeremy attended a presentation entitled Exploring Outliers in the Chlorophyll: 

Phosphorus Relationship in Shallow Wisconsin Lakes.  North White Ash Lake was included in 

this statewide study.  Jeremy brought a copy of the paper to the meeting, which can be found at: 

http://www.uwo.ca/biology/faculty/creed/PDFs/Journal%20Articles/073%20Molot%20et%20

al%202014%20-%20A%20novel.pdf.  A earlier presentation on this study can be found at: 

http://dnrmedia.wi.gov/main/Play/d5a45bfe49ea4e678056973655c5a1d31d. 

Jeremy attended an algae presentation which showed possible evidence that algal toxins can be 

stored in the liver of fish.  Additionally, the presentation indicated that blue green algae are 

capable of using glyphosate (Roundup) as a phosphorus source.  Karen and Katelin attended a 

presentation on algae which indicated that the first cattle death from toxic algae occurred in 

1882.   

http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr-ap/UWEXLakes/Pages/organizations/guide.aspx
http://www.uwo.ca/biology/faculty/creed/PDFs/Journal%20Articles/073%20Molot%20et%20al%202014%20-%20A%20novel.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/biology/faculty/creed/PDFs/Journal%20Articles/073%20Molot%20et%20al%202014%20-%20A%20novel.pdf
http://dnrmedia.wi.gov/main/Play/d5a45bfe49ea4e678056973655c5a1d31d


New Business 

2015 Northwest Lakes Conference 

The 2015 Northwest Lakes Conference will take place on Friday, June 26
th

, 2015 from 8 am to 3 

pm in Hayward, Wisconsin.  More details can be found at: 

http://bayfield.uwex.edu/2015/03/30/2015-northwest-wisconsin-lakes-conference/.  

2015 Eurasian Water Milfoil Conference 

This conference will take place on Saturday, June 20
th

 in Cumberland.  More details can be 

found at: https://sites.google.com/a/csdmail.com/ewm/.  Karen will be presenting with the 

Washburn County Lakes and Rivers Association during a talk entitled: Why a County-wide lake 

Association. 

Lake Leaders Institute 

This program is organized by the Wisconsin Lakes Partnership.  The Institute involves three 

sessions which each last two days.  Seminar titles are: society and the environment, aquatic 

ecology and watershed management, and organizations, people, politics.  Each seminar is 

presented by experts.  Sessions are held in even numbered years with advanced lake leader 

sessions held in odd years.  If you are interested in attending, let Karen know and she will 

nominate you.  

Bone and Big Blake Lake Core Update 

Sediments cores provide a historical look at the changes that have occurred in lakes over the past 

hundred or so years.  A piston is used to create a vacuum to suck the mud up the core.  Jeremy 

provided an update on the Bone and Big Lake Core studies. The top 4 cm of sediment from Bone 

Lake was very high in phosphorus.  This is the portion of sediment that is most susceptible to 

mixing due to high boat traffic.  The District is including this information in their upcoming 

newsletter.  Bone Lake will be re-cored soon to allow for analysis of soft algae.  The Big Blake 

Lake core results are not yet in.  For this study, land use will also be analyzed from aerial photos 

to pinpoint historical causes for changes in lake water quality. 

Big Round Lake Resident Survey 

Big Round Lake recently mailed out a lake resident sociological survey.  The survey had a 57% 

response rate, which is very good.  The data from the survey is very interesting and will help to 

direct the rewrite of the District’s lake management plan. 

King Lake 

King Lake experienced a complete fish kill in 2013.  Aaron Cole is working with residents to 

restock the lake. 

PCALR Projects 

Fishing License Holders 

DNR no longer provides fishing license holders to bait shops.  In the past, PCALR printed 

fishing license holders with a 10 Ways to Protect Water Quality for Fish message.  Only a few 

http://bayfield.uwex.edu/2015/03/30/2015-northwest-wisconsin-lakes-conference/
https://sites.google.com/a/csdmail.com/ewm/


holders remain so it’s time for a reprint!  Suggestions include broadening the message to include 

all sportsmen, including waterfowl hunters (i.e. Top Ten Ways Sportsmen Can Protect Water 

Quality).  Ideas for messaging include: algae, get the lead out, aquatic invasive species, ice your 

catch, bait rules, drain campaign, illustrations of Eurasian water milfoil vs. native water milfoil.  

This project will be pursued first. 

Ads in Local Papers 

Members discussed putting ads in local papers with messaging similar to what’s on the license 

holder.  Messaging could include that June is Invasive Species Awareness month and the 

upcoming Drain Campaign and Landing Blitz.  Local papers include: Leader, Ledger, Amery 

Free Press, Osceola Sun, the Laker, Wisconsin Outdoor News, the Yellow Paper, and the Polk 

County Tourism Guide.  No one volunteered to research pricing so this project was not deemed a 

priority.  Additionally, members were unsure if this would be the best use of funds, since many 

do not subscribe to local papers (with the exception of the Laker).  If this is pursued, it would be 

best to keep the messaging consistent, to brand our organization.   

Lake Pocket Guide 

The Burnett County Lakes and Rivers Association recently paid $500 to use the content of the 

Lake Pocket Guide, designed by James Brakken.  The guides are very popular and so far 15,000 

have been printed.  They contain practical and entertaining information including: stars, fish, 

knots, and recipes.  Membership discussed doing a larger sized booklet with a hard cover.  The 

material could be presented in a series of booklets, with the idea being to collect all booklets. 

New Homeowner Packets 

Some Lake Districts put together new homeowner packets to welcome new property owners to 

the lake and provide education.  Bone Lake put together a folder containing a cover letter and 

brochures that is mailed out to all new residents.  The cover letter welcomes property owners to 

the lake, describes the brochures, highlights upcoming social activities, and provides committee 

contacts along with the District’s website.  The brochures are free from the Polk County Land 

and Water Resources Department, with the exception of the Top Ten Shrubs for Wildlife 

brochure which was reprinted by PCALR and is available for sale.  Bone Lake’s cover letter can 

be found at the end of the minutes.   

Amery Lakes takes another approach and mails out information with the tax statement since 

everyone opens in.   

Membership also discussed riparian homeowner kits which in the past were brought to relators.  

However, they were difficult to distribute. 

Who’s Who Contacts for Waterfront Properties 

Let Karen know if you need more brochures.  Some lakes mail a brochure to each resident; 

others pass out the brochures at their annual meeting.  Using a single brochure ensures 



consistency across the County.  A reprint is usually done every 2 years.  By placing one large 

order, cost savings are passed on to all lake organizations.  

PCALR website 

Larry, Karen, and Katelin updated the PCALR website over the winter.  Check it out at: 

www.pcalr.org! Many upgrades were made, including a collapsing menu to shorten each page. 

When the County and Shoreland Ordinances are completed, an explanation will be included on 

the website.  

If there is any other content you would like to see on the website, let Karen know!  Suggestions 

at the meeting were to include better directions to the Polk County Justice Center and a page 

with information on algae.  Jeremy will provide content for the webpage on algae.  

PCALR Bylaws 

PCALR is well on the way to becoming a qualified lake association, meaning that the 

organization can apply for grants!  One step in this process is to revisit and revise our bylaws, 

which were last approved in 2001. A preliminary set of changes were discussed at the meeting 

(Track change word document is included at the end of the minutes).  At least 2 weeks prior to 

the June meeting, revised bylaws will be sent to members.  Please review these bylaws and plan 

to approve them at the June meeting. 

New Business 

Bobbers 

Golden Sands RCD is currently selling Stop Aquatic Hitchhiker bobbers.  Costs become cheaper 

as more bobbers are ordered.  A minimum order of 100 bobbers can be purchased at a cost of 

$28.  Orders can be placed on their website at http://www.goldensandsrcd.org/store. 

Polk County Aquatic Invasive Species Strategic Plan 

Plan to attend two upcoming meetings to develop a strategic plan to prioritize which actions 

should take place in Polk County in response to aquatic invasive species.  Meetings dates have 

been set for Wednesday, May 20
th

 and Wednesday, June 17
th

.  Both meetings will be held at the 

Polk County Justice Center Community Room in Balsam Lake from 7-9pm.  The June meeting is 

the regularly scheduled PCALR meeting.  PCALR business will occur during the second half of 

the meeting. 

By attending these meetings, you can help shape countywide AIS priorities through sharing your 

ideas.  The development of this plan is supported by a Wisconsin Department of Natural 

Resources grant and the plan will help with obtaining grant funds for implementation of the plan.  

Volunteer Opportunities 

The Polk County Land and Water Resources Department is partnering with the St. Croix River 

Association and the National Park Service to offer Project RED trainings and the Aquatic 

http://www.pcalr.org/
http://www.goldensandsrcd.org/store


Invasive Species Bridge Snapshot Day in Polk County.  See the flyer at the end of the minutes 

for more details. 

Upcoming Meetings 

All meetings start at 7pm at the Polk County Justice Center in Balsam Lake. 

May 20
th

: Special AIS Strategic Plan Meeting 1 

June 17
th

: Special AIS Strategic Plan Meeting 2 and PCALR annual meeting and elections 

August 19
th

: Healthy Lakes Tactics 

October 21
st
: Topic to be determined.  Ideas discussed include birds, grants, and algae. 

 

Adjourn  

Minutes respectively submitted by 

Katelin Holm, Secretary 

Polk County Association of Lakes and Rivers 

April 2015 



Robert Murphy
Chairman
2051 100th St. 
Luck, WI 54853
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(715) 857-5194 (Lake)
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Vice Chair
2080C-G20 W. Bone Lake Dr.
Milltown, WI 54858
(715) 857-5304

Karen Engelbretson
Secretary
6777 Keats Ave. N. 
Stillwater, MN 55082 
(651) 602-9440 
(651) 395-0969 Mobile
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Treasurer
2086A W. Bone Lake Dr.
Milltown, WI 54858
(715) 857-6733 
(612) 868-2947 Mobile
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1176 250th Ave.
Luck, WI 54853
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Georgetown TWP
832 190th Ave.
Balsam Lake, WI 54810
(715) 857-5632

Patricia Schmidt
Polk County
2764 150th St.
Luck, WI 54853
(715) 472-2491

Hello New Bone Lake Property Owner,

Congratulations on your recent purchase of property on Bone Lake. We would like to welcome you with 
some information to help you further enjoy Bone Lake, and provide some information on the lake’s many 
activities.

The Bone Lake Management District (BLMD) is our governing body. BLMD directs and manages various 
activities to further improve the lake. The District’s board consists of five elected commissioners, elected 
at our annual meeting which is held on the second Saturday of August at Wilkins Resort starting at 9 a.m. 
The District has taxing authority. The current levy is about $100 per property per year.  

The District publishes and mails two newsletters each year – one in May and another in October.  Our 
latest newsletter is enclosed. We also send out updates via email throughout the year. To sign up, go to our 
website, www.bonelakewi.com, and find the link, “Join Our Mailing.”

The website is a key resource for contact information and explains our many lake activities. Of particular 
focus on the website are the Lake Management Plan and the Aquatic Plant Management Plan which are 
our strategic plans to achieve the following goals:

• Improve water clarity by 20% by year 2020

• Maintain and enhance Bone Lake’s natural beauty

• Protect and improve wildlife habitat 

• Protect and improve the Bone Lake fishery

• Prevent the introduction of new invasive species

• Manage our curly leaf pondweed 

• Maintain recreational uses important to lake residents and users

• Provide needed education to residents and visitors to achieve these goals

As a property owner, you can help achieve these goals. For example, you can help improve water clarity by 
reducing runoff from your property into the lake (runoff contains phosphorus which creates algae). One 
way to reduce runoff is to install lakeshore plantings and/or rain gardens. 

You can also help by sharing your skills on one of the BLMD committees. See the other side of this letter for a 
list of the committees working to achieve the goals listed above, and consider how you can get involved.

Again, congratulations and welcome! We hope you have many years of enjoyment on Bone Lake.

Bone Lake Management District Commissioners

(over please)



Included in this folder...
This folder contains a collection of important and informational brochures about life at the lake.
Here’s a brief description of each. We hope you’ll find them interesting and useful.

Stop Aquatic Hitchhikers
An overview of the Wisconsin laws in place to help stop the spread of aquatic invasive species.

Who’s Who... Contacts for Your Waterfront Property Questions, Polk County, WI
A useful guide to legal and lake-friendly shoreland practices with Polk County and Wisconsin 
state contacts, websites and phone numbers.

Protecting Your Waterfront Investment - Simple Shoreland Stewardship Practices
From the Wisconsin Lakes Partnership, simple practices and reasoning that will help to keep our 
lake sparkling.

Impervious Surfaces - How they Impact Fish, Wildlife and Waterfront Property Values
Healthy fish and wildlife, and clear, clean water all depend on the individual decisions we make 
about our property. This booklet explains how impervious surfaces — hard surfaces like driveways 
and rooftops — impact our water quality, wildlife, and the value of our lakeshore investment.

Self-Evaluation Checklist for Waterfront Runoff
Assess the need for water quality improvements on your property. You can also complete this 
checklist at our website, www.bonelakewi.com.

Top Ten Native Shrubs for Wildlife
Ready to do some planting? Consider a selection of these shrubs that provide food and shelter for 
wildlife plus spring flowers, summer fruit, fall color and winter interest for us.

Children’s Nature Activities for Summer
Bone Lake resident and retired educator Cris Dueholm prepared this booklet to guide your family 
in observing plants and animals in and around the lake during the summer months.

Bone Lake Map
Printed on waterproof paper, this map is a good one for the boat and for visitors. The reverse 
side includes important information and regulations to help stop the spread of aquatic invasive 
species. You can find more maps in the literature box at the North Landing.

Here’s a list of the Bone Lake Management District committees  
and what they do to help manage, protect and improve Bone Lake.  
Share your skills. Make a call to get involved!

Bone Lake Committees Activity Contact

Waterfront Runoff Education and ways to reduce
lakeshore property runoff

Alex Chorewycz
715-857-6733

Watershed Reduce loading from watershed  
beyond the lakeshore properties

Ann Miller
612-867-7872

Fisheries Assess and improve fish habitat;  
maintain desirable levels of game fish

Bob Boyd
715-857-5495

Wildlife and Natural Beauty To protect and enhance natural beauty, 
wildlife populations and habitat

Karen Engelbretson
651-395-0969

Lake Monitoring Check for new invasive species in a 
designated part of the lake

Bob Boyd
715-857-5495

Clean Boats Clean Waters Help with educating lake users and 
inspecting boats at the landings

Bob Boyd
715-857-5495

Social Assisting with the two Bone Lake social 
events held each year

Phil Foster
715-857-5304

Communication Assist with our newsletter and  
website

Karen Engelbretson
651-395-0969

BONE LAKE
SUMMER 2015 EVENTS
save the date and join fellow 
bone lakers at these upcoming 
events...

Saturday, May 2, 4-7 p.m.
Bone Lakers  
Spring “Derby” Social
Wilkins on Bone Lake
No need to bring anything. Women 
welcome to wear hats for the  
Kentucky Derby. Appetizers will be 
served. Cash Bar. Meet some fellow 
Bone Lakers and have some fun.

Fourth of July 
Boat Parade 
Saturday, July 4
Entrants meet at Wilkins dock  
starting at 11:30 a.m. 
Celebration for parade participants 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Parade  
begins at 1 p.m. and goes north along 
the east shore. 

Bone Lake Management 
District Annual Meeting
Saturday, August 8, 9 a.m.  Wilkins.
Participate in the workings of the 
Bone Lake Management District.

See you around Bone Lake!

Would you like a FREE  
illustrated map of Bone 
Lake’s wildlife & habitat?
Maps are available for the cost of 
packaging and mailing. For more info 
and to order, go to bonelakewi.com.

Produced by the Wildlife and Natural Beauty Committee of Bone Lake Management District, Polk County, WI,  
with funding from Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources small scale grants. 

© 2014 Bone Lake Management District. All rights reserved.
Contributors: Brian M. Collins, bird survey and frog survey; Matthew S. Berg, frog survey;  

Cheryl Clemens, Harmony Environmental, consultant.  
Wildlife and Natural Beauty Committee: Cris Dueholm, Wayne Wolsey, Karen Engelbretson.  

Special thanks to Bob Boyd.
Design: Karen Engelbretson    Illustration: Roberta Avidor    Printing: First Impression Group, Inc. 

For more about Bone Lake, and to access the complete bird and frog reports and surveys, go to www.bonelakewi.com.

THE NATIVE PLANTING at the north landing stabilizes the shoreline, adds 

natural beauty to our lake, and helps slow runoff. The 10X35 Native Planting 

Program provides Bone Lake property owners with support to establish 

these small zones of native plants on their waterfront. Native plants provide 

food and nesting sites for birds, nectar for butterflies and other pollinators, 

summer flowers, fall color and winter interest for us.

The invasive species RUSTY CRAYFISH  
has been found in Fox Creek. Larger  
 than native crayfish and
 aggressive, they can be   
  harmful to fish and aquatic  
     plant populations.

AQUATIC BIRDS like the Trumpeter Swan, Common Loon and 
Mallard Duck use Bone Lake’s open water for safety and feeding. 
The Wood Duck and Hooded Merganser, both tree-nesting species, 
find an abundance of suitable nesting habitat. Fish-eating species 
include Common Loon, Double-crested Cormorant, Hooded 
Merganser, Great Blue Heron, and Belted Kingfisher. While not really 
aquatic birds, swallows were most abundant of all small birds using 
Bone Lake; Barn Swallow, Tree Swallow, and Purple Martin are all 
common. Northern Rough-winged Swallows are also present.

— LEGEND — 
 Sensitive Areas 

 Tamarack Lowlands/
 Bog Sedge Meadow

 Residential Woodlot

 Second-growth Forest

Along the west shore 
of Bone Lake is an 
extraordinary aquatic 
plant community of 
Bulrush, Bur-reed  and 
Spike Rush. This is 
excellent fish habitat 
with spawning areas 
for northern pike 
and, in early spring, 
nesting cover for 
bluegills. Bulrushes 
attract marsh birds 
and songbirds and 
provide food for ducks, 
geese, and swans. 
Many frogs live here. 

Eighty-five species of birds were 
recorded around Bone Lake in our 
2011 bird survey. The Wisconsin 
DNR parcel of alder/tamarack 
lowland and sedge meadow at 
the northwest corner of the lake 
supports thirty-three species, 
including several of conservation 
concern: Golden-winged Warbler, 
Common Loon, Sandhill Crane, 
Great Blue Heron, Merlin  
and Red-shouldered Hawk.

The Bald Eagle, Trumpeter Swan and Common Loon are 
threatened by lead fishing tackle, frequently ingested by 
these birds as they forage and fish. A lead jig provides a 
lethal dose. Get the Lead out! Please use non-toxic tackle!

These tropical warblers use  
Bone Lake’s forests as a 

migratory corridor. Small flocks 
of migrating birds may linger into 

early June, mainly using larger 
trees near the water’s edge. 

BONE LAKE IS HOME TO A TOTAL OF  
SEVEN FROG AND TOAD SPECIES BONE LAKE TURTLES LIVE IN MARSHES AND SHALLOW BAYS

Painted turtles spend the winter 

at the bottom of the lake 

and rise to the surface 

when water temperatures 

reach 50 degrees. Snapping turtles are known to travel upland to 

overwinter in marshes and ponds. Both species lay their eggs on 

land; but nests are vulnerable to predators. Turtle populations are 

in decline throughout Wisconsin due to habitat loss, pollution and 

collisions with vehicles. Make a safe place for turtles near you. 

Maintain floating aquatic plant populations, leave fallen wood in 

the water, and consider a fish sticks installation at your property. 

RESIDENTIAL WOODLOT BIRDS

Seventy-eight species of birds are found in residential areas 

with a house or cabin and altered landscapes. Barn Swallow, 

Tree Swallow and Purple Martin are the most abundant using 

the tall canopy trees. Red-bellied Woodpeckers and Pine 

Warblers are present here but do not occur in other habitats 

around the lake. Great Crested Flycatcher and Bald Eagle 

are common, using old, mature pine and cottonwood trees. 

Small songbirds are abundant. Red-headed Woodpecker is 

very common here while populations are declining elsewhere 

across North America. Maintaining mature trees, and  

allowing dead trees to remain provides important  

 habitat for these rapidly declining species.

SECOND-GROWTH FOREST BIRDS

Most birds found in residential woodlots are also present in 

Bone Lake’s second growth forests, along with these more 

sensitive species: Great Horned Owl, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, 

Least Flycatcher, Ovenbird, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Scarlet 

Tanager, Veery, and a Wisconsin Threatened Species, the Red-

shouldered Hawk. The forests have a greater density of  

  American Redstart, Yellow Warbler and  

         Yellow-throated Vireo. Baltimore Oriole,  

   Red-eyed Vireo and Common  

   Yellow-throat, are abundant. 

Clean water, natural vegetation along the shore, 
intact tracts of forest, wetlands, woodland pools 
and secluded lowland areas are all important to 
this diverse group of sensitive animals.

The green area along the shore indicates the number of frogs and number 
of species recorded during the spring 2012 Frog and Toad Survey. 

FEWER FROGS    MORE FROGS
FEWER SPECIES    MORE SPECIES

Full color, 17” x 22”
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BYLAWS 
 

Approved - October 8 2001  
 

ARTICLE I:  Name 

 

The name of this organization shall be the Polk County Association of Lakes and Rivers (referred 

to hereafter as “Association”). 

 

ARTICLE II:  Purpose 

 

The main purpose of the Association shall be to promote and preserve the natural, recreational, 

aesthetic, and ecological qualities of our lakes and rivers, for the benefit of the general public 

including but not limited to: 

 

1. Being an association of associations and/or other organizations or individuals interested 

in promoting the Purpose stated above. 

2. Providing a means of education and information exchange for those interested. 

3. Providing a forum for public expression and communication. 

4. Providing information and instruction for a safe environment in which to enjoy our 

resources. 

5. Contacting and/or informing public officials of specific problems. 

6. Striving to change political opinion and influence governmental bodies on matters 

deemed critical by the members. 

7. Seeking funds as necessary to support the Purpose as stated above and any appropriate 

actions including those noted in ARTICLE Article II; 1. thru 5. above. 

 

ARTICLE III:  Membership 

 

The membership of the Association shall consist of two categories. An individual/family 

category to include individuals or families from a single residence who have an interest in 

protecting and improving the waters of Polk County, and an organizational category to include 

lake and river associations, management districts, trusts, and any other group or jurisdictional 

body willing to support the mission of the Association. Membership in either category is 

contingent upon payment of annual dues.  Annual dues shall be $10 per individual/family 

category and $25 per organizational category.  Changes in dues shall be as set at the annual 

meeting.  The annual meeting shall be the summer meeting. Membership shall be terminated 

Est. 1985 
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upon non-payment of renewal dues. Dues are payable at the beginning of each fiscal year, May 1. 

 

ARTICLE IV:  Voting Rights 
 

On all matters requiring a vote from the membership, an organizational category member and an 

individual/family member will be allowed one (1) vote providing that member is current in their 

dues payment. At all meetings of the Executive Board, each Board member is allowed one (1) 

vote. 

 

ARTICLE V: Executive Board 

 

Section 1.   Elected officers of the association shall consist of a President, Vice President, 

Secretary, Treasurer and four at large Board members. These officers plus the four 

persons elected at-large shall constitute the Executive Board. The term of office 

shall be two years with a maximum of three consecutive terms except as approved 

by a 2/3 majority of those active members present noted below. The President, 

Vice President and two at-large (A) members elected in the year 2001 will serve 

three years and are eligible for re-election as noted above. The Secretary, 

Treasurer and remaining two at-large (B) members elected in the year 2001 will 

serve two years and are eligible for re-election as noted above. 

 

Section 2.   If any officer or Executive Board member resigns or otherwise is unable to fulfill their 

term, the vacancy will be filled at the next scheduled board meeting by a special 

appointment from the president and ratified by an official executive board motion. 

The appointed memer will complete the remainder of the term. 

 

Section 2.   Executive board members shall make every effort to attend all of the Association’s 

official board meetings. In the event that an executive board member is unable to 

attend a meeting, the board member may designate an alternate. If any executive 

board member anticipates an extended period of absence, the affected board member 

may choose to resign or appoint an alternate for a designated period of time not to 

exceed six months.   

 

ARTICLE VI:  Duties of Officers 

 

Section 1: The President 

 

a) Shall be responsible for upholding the provisions of the bBylaws; 

b) Shall preside over all meetings of the Association and the Executive Board; 

c) Shall have his/her signature on the record at the bank on all association accounts, and be 

empowered to sign checks; 

d) Shall appoint special and standing committees as needed; 

e) Shall be an ex-officio member of all committees except the nominating committee; 

f) Shall, with the permission of the membership, remove any officer or committee chairperson 

who is not fulfilling his/her responsibilities; 

g) Shall be responsible for arranging all meetings approved by the Executive Board; 

h) Shall select a chairperson for the nominating committee at least two months before the July 

annual meeting; 
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i) Shall give a summary report of activities at the annual meeting; 

j) Shall represent the Association at all official functions; 

k) Shall, with the Treasurer, present a budget to the board at the first meeting of each fiscal year;  

l) Shall invite committee chairs to attend Executive Board meetings when appropriate; and 

m) Shall appoint an Audit Committee to review the financial records once per 12-month period. 

 

Section 2: The Vice President 

 

a) Shall serve as an aid to the President and perform duties assigned; 

b) Shall, in the event of the President’s inability to continue in office, assume the office of 

President for the remainder of the term; and 

c) Shall preside over meetings in the absence of the President. 

 

Section 3: The Secretary 

 

a) Shall record minutes of all meetings; 

b) Shall send a copy of the minutes to the President within two weeks of any meeting; 

c) Shall carry on the correspondence of the Association; 

d) Shall notify officers and members of scheduled meetings at least three weeks in advance; and 

e) Shall bring to all meetings minutes from previous meetings and other pertinent letters and 

records. 

 

Section 4: The Treasurer 

 

a) Shall collect all money from dues and deposit them in a bank account approved by the board; 

b) Shall present a full financial statement at the annual meeting; 

c) Shall have his/her signature on the record at the bank on all Association accounts, and be 

empowered to sign checks 

d) Shall pay all bills within thirty days unless authorized by the Board to withhold payment; 

e) Shall file a written treasurer’s report on a quarterly basis or upon request; and 

f) Shall assist the President with the annual budget. 

 

ARTICLE VII:  Election Procedures 

 

Section 1. The election of the Executive Board shall be held at the annual meeting of odd 

numbered years in accordance with Article V, Section 1. 

 

Section 2.   The President shall elect a chairperson for the nominating committee. The Board will 

appoint two additional committee members. 

 

Section 3. The nominating committee shall prepare a slate of candidates and present them to the 

membership at the annual meeting. Nominations will also be accepted from the floor. 

Each candidate must be an active member
1
 of the Association 

 

Section 4. If there is but one candidate for each office: election shall be by a voice vote. If more 

than one candidate, voting shall be by secret ballot. Majority vote per 
                                                           

1 Active members are defined as individuals who have attended at least one monthly meeting during the previous 12 

months and are current in their dues payment.  
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ARTICLEArticle IV by those memebers present shall elect. Two disinterested persons 

appointed by the nominating chairperson shall count ballots. 

 

Section 5. The newly elected Executive Board Members will take office at the first meeting 

following the Annual meeting. 

 

 

ARTICLE VIII:  Meetings                     

 

Section 1. The annual meeting will be held in July the summer as set by the President. 

Notification of such meeting will be by mailing email to all members of record and 

public announcements in appropriate media within two weeks of the scheduled date. 

All persons in attendance will have a voice, but only active members will have a vote 

in accordance with ARTICLE article IV. 

 

Section 2. Four Rregular meetings will be called by the President as needed (generally every 

other monthsly during the open water season) and be open to all Polk County 

residents and property owners. A minimum of two weeks notice of such meetings 

must be provided to the membership. As an alternative, regular meetings can be set 

for a particular day of the month for particular months. In this case, no advanced 

notification is required. 

 

Section 3. Meetings of the Executive Board may be called at the discretion of the President or 

his the President’s designate. All persons attending board meetings will have a voice, 

but only Executive Board members will have a vote. 

 

Section 4. Special meetings may be called by the President as needed and be open to all Polk 

County residents and property owners.  A minimum of two weeks notice of such 

meetings must be provided to the membership. 

 

ARTICLE IX:  Quorum 

 

No quorum number is required so long as meetings are called in accordance with procedures 

set forth in these By Lawsbylaws. 

 

ARTICLE X:  Bylawy Law Revisions 

 

Section 1. The President may appoint one or more persons to review certain sections of the Byl  

 Laws or the Byl Laws as a whole to propose any changes as deemed appropriate. 

 

Section 2. Proposed changes are to be reviewed by all present at a regular meeting. Any  

 modifications to the proposal are to be noted and further revisions made will be  

 reviewed at the next regular meeting. If there are no further modifications, a  

 nomination for approval can be made. A 2/3rds majority of those active members 

            present is required for approval. 

 

Section 3. A draft of the Byl Law revisions must be distributed to the membership two weeks  

 prior to the vote for approval. 



Anglers and Paddlers! Protect your river… 

Project RED 

Do your part to help detect invasive 
plants and animals in the St. Croix River. 

Become a Riverine Early Detector and monitor 

the St. Croix River and its tributaries by canoe, 

kayak, or on foot for 16 invasive species. 

Choose one of two educational trainings 

Session 1: June 11, 2015, 6-8 pm. 

Session 2: June 16, 2015, 6-8 pm. 

Both sessions held at the St. Croix River Association, located at 230 S. 
Washington St., St. Croix Falls, WI 

Attend a detection paddle to test your skills 

River AIS Detection Day: June 23, 2015 

Ready to volunteer? Please contact 

Angelique Edgerton at (715) 483-3300 or 

angeliquee@scramail.com. 



Aquatic Invasive Species 

Bridge Snapshot Day 

August 29, 2015  9:00 am – 1:00 pm 
Come for a training, followed by time out on a local stream 
searching for new AIS populations. 

 

St. Croix River Association 

230 S. Washington St., St. Croix Falls, WI 

Join 200 other volunteers at one of more 
than 20 rendezvous sites statewide to 
help search for invasive species on 
rivers. 

Ready to volunteer? Please contact 

Angelique Edgerton at (715) 483-3300 or 

angeliquee@scramail.com. 
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